Facilitation training Primary Care Commissioning will be running a level one facilitation skills workshop on September 11 in Manchester and level two workshops on November 4 in Manchester to help improve skills and confidence. A further session on influencing skills will be held in Leeds on December 10. tinyurl.com/PCC-programme
Dementia The Dementia Services
Centre will host a one day interactive dementia awareness workshop on September 10 at 48 Edgbaston Park Road, Birmingham. The day is suitable for anyone who comes into contact with people with dementia. Workshop themes include the effect of dementia on families and friends; confident and clear communication; and support for people with dementia. tinyurl.com/DSCawarenessday
Research NHS Wales will hold a free conference on community nursing research in Wales on November 5 at the SWALEC stadium in Cardiff. The conference is titled Small improvements make the biggest difference, and abstracts are being sought from those who want to describe their research-based approaches to improving services for community patients. There will be specific sessions for new presenters. Working in a sexual assault referral centre, the FNE for sexual offences is responsible for the forensic and therapeutic examination of victims of rape or sexual assault.
The centre provides support for all victims of sexual offences with the FNE working alongside a crisis worker, police officers, social workers and staff from other support agencies. My role is relatively new with probably about 20-30 nurses undertaking FNE work across the country.
A major part of my time is spent building therapeutic relationships with victims. Rape victims have had control taken away from them so it is important they make decisions about the examination and their treatment plan.
The first part of the examination involves taking an initial disclosure from the police officer or the crisis worker, in the case of a victim self-referring. The examination is explained to the victim to ensure he or she understands the process and any statement I may have to make to the police or in court. I also discuss consent for DVD evidence or photography.
The forensic examination is a top to toe examination. We may 
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